  

PRESS RELEASE
72 YEAR OLD PENSIONER TACKLES MASAI MARA
TO RAISE £50,000 TO HELP SAVE THE AMAZONIAN RAIN FOREST
The Worshipful Mayor of Waltham Forest Cllr Liaquat Ali will attend a launch of an appeal to raise £50,000 for charity by 72 year old pensioner Leon Menzies Racionzer in The Becket Centre, St Thomas of Canterbury Church, 557-559 High Road Woodford Green, IG8 ORB: on Thursday 31st January at 8 p.m.
In October this year Leon will be risking life and limb, together with a group of fellow intrepid travellers on a 250 kilometres journey over the roughest terrain from Nairobi to the Loita Hills region of Masai Mara in Kenya. The group will work with the local Masai community to help build a school.  
The Masai have suffered in recent years from the lack of rain, many of their cattle have died and their men have to climb ever higher to find water for them. The money raised by Leon will be used to support The Environmental Justice Programme of Tolerance International UK, (TI-UK) of reforestation in the Loreto region of Peru, where currently over 250,000 hectares of rainforest is slashed and burnt each year. The destroyed forest covers an area sufficient to absorb almost all the emissions of the city of Birmingham.  
Teaching the indigenous population of the Loreto region alternative ways of surviving and reforestation will have an effect on the African rain fall and prevent the water that the Masai pray for ending up in the streets and homes of British people as we have seen in the flooding of recent years.
Leon, retired businessman, charity entrepreneur and trustee of (TI-UK) is a well known resident of Woodford Green for his interfaith work, art exhibitions to help mortally ill children, editor of the highly acclaimed St Thomas of Canterbury parish magazine, and in academic circles, for his papers on inter-faith relationships.

  
The programme is approved by the Peruvian Designated Operational Entity recognized by the Kyoto Protocol, FondeBosque.  If you want to support Leon you can donate by clicking on http://www.justgiving.com/leonmenziesracionzer but please attend the meeting for a more comprehensive account of the projects.
For further details contact Leon Menzies Racionzer on 020 8559 1617 mobile 07740 637 245 email leon@racionzer.net

 HYPERLINK "mailto:leon@racionzer.net"  or Anne Cooper Fundraising Manager for Tolerance International on 020 7427 0050 or email a.cooper@toleranceinternational.org.uk
See notes for Editors below about charity
ABOUT TOLERANCE INTERNATIONAL UK 
Promoting Tolerance and Moderation between people, society and nature for the equal benefit of all and for future generations
Tolerance International UK was set up in 2001 to provide aid and relief for refugees from the Middle East, in particular children, and to support emergency appeals like the Bam Earthquake Appeal in December 2003, working in partnership with the British Red Cross. In March 2007, under the chairmanship of Lord Taverne QC, the charity underwent structural re-organization in order to engage with and empower vulnerable communities, drawing on their traditions of harmony and tolerance. 
UK Schools vocational, life skills education programme ‘Embracing Tolerance’ is aimed at 11-18 year olds and young adults. It is perfectly adapted to Key Stage 4 of the PSHE/Citizenship programme within the National Curriculum. It provides a context within which schools can offer planned and coordinated opportunities for pupils to explore attitudes and values and to develop knowledge, skills and understanding that support inclusion, challenge racism and extremism and value diversity. Particularly relevant at this time are the workshops where children engage with each other around the theme of Tolerance and how this is related to current moral issues like peer-group bullying, gang warfare and street violence.
International Aid and Relief Programme: an emergency appeal for the provision of basic supplies and water for ‘Camp Ashraf’ an Iranian refugee camp situated approximately 80 km from Baghdad and 70 km to the east of the Iran-Iraq border.
Social Cultural Engagement Programme :
· West PoKot, North West Kenya - working in partnership with Global Missions Services, 2-day workshops are delivered to remote, semi-nomadic communities with the aim of getting agreement to an alternative rite of passage instead of female genital mutilation (FGC) and for girls to receive a basic education as opposed to being forced into early marriage. The programme includes AIDS awareness as well as introducing conflict resolution techniques with regard to land disputes and cattle rustling.
· Bochoroke Village Self-Help Group: based in Kisii,Kenya; a village of about 4,500 residents, which has been affected by epidemics of highland Malaria and HIV/AIDS. The Group aim to build a rural dispensary and also a multipurpose centre that will serve as a kindergarten, a multi-skill technical vocational centre for youth/adults as well as a library. The Group also aim to build a deep well to provide clean, accessible water, and they want to provide electricity from the main power line 3 miles away from the village as a power source for IT at the centre and to preserve medicines at the new dispensary. There will be workshops to establish an alternative right of passage as opposed to female genital mutilation for girls passing from childhood to womanhood.
· 'Embracing Tolerance' in Morocco. A programme is in the pipeline to set up a programme similar to our UK schools programme working directly with Muslim youth, to examine issues of Tolerance vs radical, political and religious teachings.
Environmental Justice Programme: TI-UK has an agreement with the government of Loreto province in Peru for the reforestation of 1 million hectares of the Upper Amazon Basin. This programme is approved by the Peruvian designated operational entity recognized by the Kyoto Protocol, FondeBosque.. Currently 250,000 hectares of rainforest is slashed and burned each year in Peru. Whilst one aim of the programme is reforestation, there is an urgent need to educate an impoverished indigenous population to protect their environment and to also provide them with alternative, sustainable low-impact employment so that they no longer need to cut down valuable trees for a living. 
TI-UK Corporate Carbon Neutral Community: we provide companies with a FREE AUDIT of their carbon footprint and work with them to provide an energy management strategy tailored to each company’s needs. We advise on how to make up to 20% reductions in energy costs. For carbon emissions that cannot be reduced we advise a carbon offsetting programme. Any company supporting one of our offsetting programmes is given automatic membership of our Carbon Neutral Community. Members benefit from discounted prices and offers from other members as well as being able to promote their own products directly to the community. As a not for profit organization our offsetting costs are 30% below that of any commercial company. According to a recent survey one in three UK consumers are keen to go green and actively seek out companies that are 'green' and environmentally friendly.
CAMPAIGNS/NATIONAL EVENTS
1. Global Earth Day 22 April 2008 – Companies, Groups, Schools, Religious establishments and Individuals can all take part. Contact our Fundraising Department for a Fundraising Pack 020 7427 0050 or email info@toleranceinternational.org.uk
2. Make 7th July the UK National Day of Tolerance – visit our website to sign our on-line petition
For further information: go to our website www.toleranceinternational.org.uk or email us at info@toleranceinternational.org.uk Address – 34 North End Road, London W14 0SH Tel 020 7603 0062 Fax 020 7603 0068 Charity Reg Number 1082759
 

